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Turning outrage into power: How far right | is changing GOP 


WASHINGTON (AP) — 
House Minority Leader 
Kevin McCarthy appears 
to have settled on a strat- 
egy to deal with a handful 
of Republican lawmakers 
who have stirred outrage 
with violent, racist and 
sometimes — Islamophobic 
comments. 

If you can't police them, 
oromote them. 

The path to power for Re- 
publicans in Congress is 
now rooted in the capac- 
ity to generate outrage. 
The alarming language, 
and the fundraising haul 
it increasingly produces, Is 
another example of how 
Donald Trump, the former 
oresident, has left his mark 
On politics, changing the 
way Republicans rise to in- 
fluence and authority. 
Success in Congress, once 
measured by bills passed 
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and constituents reached, 
is Now gauged in many 
ways by the ability to at- 
tract attention, even if It is 
negative as the GOP looks 
to reclaim a House major- 
ity next year by firing up 
Trump's most ardent sup- 
porters. That has heloed 
elevate a group of far-right 
lawmakers —_ including 
Reps. Lauren Boebert of 
Colorado, Marjorie Taylor 
Greene of Georgia and 
Paul Gosar of Arizona — 
whose inflammatory com- 
ments once would have 
made them pariahs. 

Rather than face punish- 
ment for personal attacks 
that violate longstanding 
norms of Congress, they’ve 
been celebrated by con- 
servatives, who have show- 
ered Boebert and Greene 


with campaign cash. 
Continued on next page 
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House Minority Leader Kevin McCarthy, R-Calif., responds to reporters at the Capitol in Washing- 
ton, Dec. 3, 2021, about the behavior of Rep. Lauren Boebert, R-Colo. 


Associated Press 


Daimari Water Villas - price $ 453K 
Tum key, 1.093 to 2.277 sf, 2 & 3 bedrooms, 
2.5 & 3.5 bathrooms 


Luxury Villas - price $ 788K 


2.345 sf, 3 bedrooms 
3.5 bathrooms - private pool 


ier 
, Dining, Cinema | 








=-- me od x aes 
a - 
pe i i . 









Located in front of Holiday Inn, walking distance from high rise hotels. Shops and Restaurants are open till 10PM 





TUESDAY 7 DECEMBER 2021 |UP FRONT 


Fit2fly 


NO APPOINTMENT NEEDED! 





Continued from Front 

"We are not the fringe. We 
are the base of the party," 
Greene, who has previ- 
ously endorsed calls fo as- 
sassinate prominent Demo- 
crats, said last week on a 
podcast hosted by former 
Trump adviser Steve Ban- 
non. 

The hands-off approach 
by Republican  leader- 
ship gives them license to 
soread hate speech, con- 
spiracy theories and mis- 
information that can have 
real world consequences, 
while testing the resolve 
of Democrats, who. al- 
ready removed Gosar and 
Greene from their commit- 
tees. 

It's also a different tack from 
the one McCarthy took 
in 2019 when he stripped 
then-Rep. Steve King of 
lowa of his committee as- 
signments for lamenting 
that white supremacy and 
white nationalism had be- 
come offensive terms. 
Boebert offers the latest ex- 
ample. 

In two videos that surfaced 
recently she likened Rep. 
Ilhan Omar, a Minnesota 
Democrat who is one of 
three Muslims in Congress, 
to a terrorist concealing a 
bomb in a backpack. Boe- 
bert has also repeatedly 
referred to Omar as be- 
longing to a "jihad squad," 
as well as "“black-hearted" 
and "evil." 

Her comments drew wide- 
spread condemnation 
and led to calls for Boe- 
bert to become the third 
GOP lawmaker this year 
to be removed from con- 
gressional committees. But 
instead of publicly apolo- 
gizing to Omar, a defiant 
Boebert insisted that Omar 
should be the one to issue 
Qa public apology "to the 
American people" for her 
"anti-American" rhetoric, as 
well as past “anti-Semitic 
comments, which Demo- 
crats condemned aft the 
time. 

In the Uproar that followed, 
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From left, Rep. Lauren Boebert, R-Colo., Rep. Matt Gaetz, R-Fla., and Rep. Marjorie Taylor Greene, 
R-Ga., attend the House Judiciary Committee oversight hearing of the United States Department 
of Justice with testimony from Attorney General Merrick Garland, Oct. 21, 2021 on Capitol Hill in 
Washington. 


Omar received death 
threats, including a voice- 
mail leff by a man who 
called her a "traitor' and 
suggested she would be 
soon be taken "off the face 
of the (expletive) earth." 
"We cannot pretend this 
hate speech from leading 
politicians doesn't have 
real consequences, Omar 
said Tuesday while calling 
on the Republican Party 
to “actually do something 
to confront anti-Muslim ha- 
tred in its ranks." 

Boebert, meanwhile, bur- 
nished her image through 
an appearance on Fox 
News where she blamed 
Democrats who "want to 
cancel me’ for the con- 
troversy. She has raked in 
$2.7 million so far this year, 
making her one of the top 
Republican fundraisers, 
according to campaign fi- 
nance disclosures. 
McCarthy, who Is in line to 
become speaker if Repub- 
licans retake the majority in 
the 2022 midterm elections, 
downplayed the contro- 
versy Friday. He credited 
Boebert for attempting 


to privately apologize in 
a phone call with Omar, 
while breezing past Boe- 
bert's refusal to do so pub- 
licly. 

"In America, that's what we 
do," he said. "And then we 
move on." 

But McCarthy has also in- 
dicated that there will 
be little consequence for 
oersonal attacks. Just last 
month he said those pun- 
ished by Democrats could 
be in line for a promotion if 
he becomes speaker, float- 
ing the possibility that Gos- 
ar and Greene "may have 
better committee assign- 
ments" than before. 

That also poses a vexing 
issue for Democrats. Dur- 
ing a Wednesday caucus 
meeting House Speaker 
Nancy Pelosi condemned 
Boebert's behavior, but 
cautioned that restraint 
was needed. 

"This is hard because these 
people are doing It for the 
publicity," Pelosi said, ac- 
cording to a person in the 
room, who insisted on ano- 
nymity to discuss private 
deliberations. ‘There's a 
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judgment that has to be 
made about how we con- 
tribute to their fundraising 
and their publicity on how 
obnoxious and disgusting 
they can be." 

InN many cases, the incen- 
tive to outrage can out- 
weigh the consequences. 
Greene arrived in Congress 
this year with a well docu- 
mented history of making 
inflammatory comments. 
A former adherent of the 
QAnon conspiracy theo- 
ries, she once mused that a 
wealthy Jewish family may 
have used space lasers to 
soark California wildfires. 
She's also harassed survi- 
vors of school shootings, 
accused Pelosi of commit- 
ting crimes punishable by 
death and appeared in a 
2019 video at the Capitol 
in which she argued Omar 
and another Muslim rep- 
resentative werent ‘really 
official” members of Con- 
gress because they didn't 
take the oath of office on 
the Bible. 

Since her election § she's 
used her nonstop attacks 
and viral online moments 
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to reap a $6.3 million fund- 
raising windfall — more 
than three times the cost of 
the average congressional 
campaign — while prov- 
ing to be a speaking draw 
at Republican fundraisers 
around the country. 

If you say something 
bats—— crazy, if you say 
something extreme, you 
are going to raise money," 
said Rep. Nancy Mace, R- 
S.C., who Is one of the few 
Republicans to publicly crit- 
icize the rhetoric of her col- 
leagues. Mace, who pub- 
licly feuded with Greene 
last week, said the Georgia 
lawmaker was a "griffer of 
the first order’ who takes 
advantage of "vulnerable 
conservatives.° 

Gosar, who was censured 
last month after posting an 
animated video of himself 
killing Democratic Rep. Al- 
exandria Ocasio-Cortez of 
New York, is nowhere near 
as prolific of a fundraiser. 
But he has become a cel- 
ebrated figure for white 
nationalists and has made 
appearances at fringe 
right-wing events, including 
a gathering in Florida last 
February hosted by Nick 
Fuentes, an internet per- 
sonality who has promoted 
white supremacist beliefs. 
Still some Republicans 
say just because the three 
have achieved a measure 
of fame doesn't mean they 
have accumulated real in- 
fluence or staying power. 
"There's always some gifted 
communicator who comes 
in," said Rep. Tom Cole, a 
10-term Oklahoma Repub- 
lican, who used the GOP 
class of 1994, when Repub- 
licans took over the House 
for the first time in decades, 
as an example. "We're a 
long way of knowing how 
long they'll stay. A lot of the 
brightest stars of the 1994 
class were gone within 
eight years." 

Besides he added: "The re- 
ality is the first six years, the 
only thing you are going to 
do is what they let you."U) 
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Report says Russian hackers havent eased spying efforts 


By ERIC TUCKER and FRANK 
BAJAK 

Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
elite Russian state hack- 
ers behind last year's mas- 
sive SolarWinds cyberes- 
plonage campaign hardly 
eased up this year, manag- 
ing plenty of infiltrations of 
U.S. and allied government 
agencies and foreign poli- 
cy think tanks with consum- 
mate craft and stealth, a 
leading cybersecurity firm 
reported Monday. 

On the anniversary of the 
public disclosure of the 
SolarWinds intrusions, Man- 
diant said the hackers as- 
sociated with Russia's SVR 
foreign intelligence agen- 
cy continued to steal data 
"relevant to Russian inter- 
ests’ with great effect using 
novel, stealthy techniques 
that it detailed in a mostly 
technical report aimed at 
helping security profession- 
als stay alert. 

It was Mandiant, not the 
U.S. government, that dis- 
closed SolarWinds. 

While the number of gov- 
ernment agencies and 
companies hacked by 
the SVR was smaller this 
year than last, when some 
100 organizations were 
breached, assessing the 
damage is difficult, said 
Charles Carmakal, Mandi- 
ant's chief technical officer. 
Overall, the impact is quite 
serious. ‘The companies 
that are getting hacked, 
they are also losing infor- 
mation." 

"Not everybody is disclos- 
ing the incident(s) because 
they don't always have to 
disclose it legally," he said, 
complicating damage-as- 
sessment. 

The Russian cyber spying 
Unfolded, as always, most- 
ly in the shadows as the 
U.S. government was con- 
sumed in 2021 by a sepa- 
rate, eminently "noisy" and 
headline-grabbling cyber 
threat — ransomware af- 
tacks launched not by 
nation-state hackers but 
rather criminal gangs. As it 
happens, those gangs are 
largely protected by the 
Kremlin. 

The Mandiant findings fol- 
low an October report from 
Microsoft that the hackers, 
whose umbrella group it 
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The Kremlin in Moscow, Sept. 29, 2017. 


calls Nobelium, continue 
to infiltrate the government 
agencies, foreign policy 
think tanks and other or- 
ganizations focused on 
Russian affairs through the 
cloud service companies 
and so-called managed 
services providers on which 
they increasingly rely. Man- 
diant tips its hat to Micro- 
soft's threat researchers in 
the report. 

Mandiant researchers said 
the Russian hackers "contin- 
ue to innovate and identify 
new techniques and tra- 
decraft" that lets them lin- 
ger in victim networks, hin- 
der detection and confuse 
attempts to attribute hacks 
to them. In short, Russia's 
most elite state-backed 
hackers are as crafty and 
adaptable as ever. 
Mandiant did not identify 
individual victims or de- 
scribe what specific infor- 
mation may have been sto- 
len but did say unspecified 
“diplomatic entities’ that 
received malicious phish- 
ing emails were among the 
targets. 

Often, the researchers say, 
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the hackers’ path of least 
resistance to their targets 
were cloud-computing ser- 
vices. From there, they used 
stolen credentials to infil- 
trate networks. The report 
describes how in one case 
they gained access to one 
victim's Microsoft 365 sys- 
tem through a stolen ses- 
sion. And, the report says, 
the hackers routinely relied 
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on advanced tradecraft to 
cover their tracks. 

One clever technique 
discussed in the report Iil- 
lustrates the ongoing cat- 
and-mouse game that 
digital espionage entails. 
Hackers set up intrusion 
beachheads using IP ad- 
dresses, G numeric desig- 
nation that identifies its lo- 
cation on the internet, that 


were physically located 
near an account they are 
trying to breach — in the 
same address block, say, 
as the person's local inter- 
net provider. That makes it 
highly difficult for security 
software to detect a hack- 
er using stolen credentials 
posing as someone irying 
to access their work ac- 
count remotely. 

The SolarWinds hack ex- 
ploited vulnerabilities in the 
software supply-chain sys- 
tem and went undetected 
for most of 2020 despite 
compromises at a broad 
swath of federal agencies 
— including the Justice De- 
partment — and dozens of 
companies, primarily tele- 
communications and infor- 
mation technology provid- 
ers and including Mandiant 
and Microsoft. 

The hacking campaign is 
named _ SolarWinds after 
the U.S. software company 
whose product was exploit- 
edin the first-stage infection 
of that effort. The Biden ad- 
ministration imposed sanc- 
tions last April in response to 
the hack, including against 
six Russian Companies that 
support the country's cyber 
efforts.L} 
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Trump media venture under scrutiny by market regulators 


By STAN CHOE and BER- 
NARD CONDON 
Associated Press 

NEW YORK (AP) — Regvu- 
lators are looking into the 
deal that would bring Don- 
ald Trump's new social me- 
dia company to the stock 
market, one that has af- 
tracted both legions of fans 
of the former president and 
people looking to make a 
quick profit. 

The company partnering 
with Trump Media & Tech- 
nology Group acknowl- 
edged the inquiries in a fil- 
ing it made with regulators 
on Monday. If also gave 
some financial forecasts 
for the company, which 
is hoping to rival Twitter 
and other platforms that 
banned Trump, along with 
Netflix and other streaming 
video services. If said over 
the weekend that it's lined 
UP $1 billion in promised in- 
vestments from a group of 


Unnamed institutional — in- 
vestors. 
The regulatory questions 


focus on the October an- 
nouncement by Trump's 
media venture that it would 
merge with Digital World 
Acquisition Corpo. That 
company had launched 
on the U.S. stock market 
three weeks earlier with 
the sole purpose of finding 
a privately held company 


Ti 








o_< 





In this July 24, 2021, file photo former President Donald Trump smiles as he pauses while speaking 
to supporters at a Turning Point Action gathering in Phoenix. 


to buy. It's often referred 
to by its trading symbol of 
"DWAC." 

DWAC said Monday that 
it Is Cooperating with "the 
preliminary, fact-finding in- 
quiries' by the the Securities 
and Exchange Commission 
and the Financial Industry 
Regulatory Authority. 

The SEC early last month re- 
quested documents relat- 
ed to meetings of DWAC's 
board, trading policies 
and communications be- 


tween DWAC and Trump's 
media venture, among 
other things. According to 
DWAC, the SEC's request 
said the commission's "in- 
vestigation does not mean 
that the SEC has concluded 
that anyone violated the 
law or that the SEC has a 
negative opinion of DWAC 
or any person, event, or se- 
curity." 

The SEC could be |look- 
ing at whether DWAC and 
Trump's company had any 
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conversations about a deal 
before DWAC's own initial 
public offering of stock, 
said Jay Ritter, a professor 
at the University of Florida 
who is an expert on IPOs. 
DWAC is sitting on about 
$293 million in cash raised 
through its IPO. 

Under rules for these blank- 
check companies, known 
as special-purpose aCcquisi- 
tion companies, or SPACs, 
they're not supposed to 
line Up acquisition targets 


before selling their own 
shares. Senator Elizabeth 
Warren on Nov. 17 wrote 


a letter to the SEC's chatr, 
Gary Gensler, asking if the 
agency is exploring wheth- 
er DWAC had violated the 
law by holding such discus- 
sions and misleading po- 
tential investors by failing 
to let them know about It 
before its IPO. 

Asked how worried he 
would be about the SEC's 
investigation if he were on 
the receiving end, Ritter 
said, "It depends on what | 
knew. This could be innocu- 
ous or pro-forma stuff, or It 
could be really serious." 

It's not clear whether the 
issues that Warren raised 
were behind the regulato- 
ry request for documents. 
DWAC and Trump Media 
did not resoond immedi- 
ately to requests for com- 
ment on Monday. 

An SEC spokesperson de- 
clined to comment be- 
yond saying, "The SEC does 
not comment on the exis- 
tence or nonexistence of a 
possible investigation." 
Seapartely, the Financial 
Industry Regulatory Author- 
ity, or FINRA, asked in late 
October and early Novem- 
ber for a review of trading 
in DWAC's stock before the 
Oct. 20 merger deal was 
announced.) 





Bob Dole fo lie in state at Capitol as nation honors senator 





Lowered to half-staff in honor of former Senate Majority Leader 
Bob Dole of Kansas, flags fly in the breeeze before dawn on the 
National Mall with the U.S. Capitol in the background, Monday, 
Dec. 6, 2021, in Washington. 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Sen. 
Bob Dole's casket will lie in 
state in the U.S. Capitol on 
Thursday as congressional 
leaders honor the former 
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Republican oresidential 
candidate and World War 
Il veteran who served in 
Congress for 36 years. 

Dole died Sunday at the 


age of 98. He was a leader 
known for his caustic wit, 
which he often turned on 
himself but didn't hesitate 
to turn on others, too. He 
shaped tax and _ foreign 
policy and worked vigor- 
ously to help the disabled, 


enshrining protections 
against discrimination — in 
employment, education 


and public services in the 
Americans with Disabilities 
Act. 

The U.S. Capitol has been 
considered the most suit- 
able place for the nation to 
pay final tribute to its most 
eminent citizens by having 
their remains lie in state. 
The commemoration will in- 
clude a formal arrival and 
departure ceremony. 
“Senator Dole was an ex- 
traordinary patriot, who de- 
voted his entire life to serv- 


ing our nation with dignity 
and integrity,” said House 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi, D- 
Calif. Dole, representing 
Kansas, served four terms In 
the House and more than 
four terms in the Senate. He 
won the Republican nomi- 
nation in 1996, but was de- 
feated when President Bill 
Clinton won a second term. 
He was also 1976 GOP vice 
oresidential candidate on 
the losing ticket with Presi- 
dent Gerald Ford. 

"Those of us who were lucky 
to know Bob well ourselves 
admired him even more," 
said Sen. Mitch McConnell, 
the Republican leader in 
the Senate. "A bright light 
of patriotic good cheer 
burned all the way from 
Bob's teenage combat 
heroics through his whole 
career in Washington and 


through the years since. 
We look forward to honor- 
ing his life and legacy at 
the Capitol." 

Senate Majority Leader 
Chuck Schumer, D-N.Y., 
said he didn't get to serve 
with Dole, but "his reouta- 
tion and his achievements, 
and most of all his charac- 
ter preceded him." 

Dole received two Purple 
Hearts for his valor in World 
Wari Il. Throughout his politi- 
cal career, he carried the 
mark of war. Charging a 
German position in north- 
ern Italy in 1945, Dole was 
hit by a shell fragment that 
crushed two vertebrae and 
paralyzed his arms and 
legs. The young Army pla- 
toon leader spent three 
years recovering in a hospi- 
tal and never regained use 
of his right hand.L] 
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By JILL LAWLESS and SETH 
BORENSTEIN 

LONDON (AP) — Three 
2021 Nobel Prize laureates 
said Monday that climate 
change is the’ biggest 
threat facing the world — 
yet they remain optimistic 
— as this year's winners be- 
gan receiving their awards 
at scaled-down local cer- 
emonies adapted for pan- 
demic times. 

For a second year, CO- 
VID-19 has scuttled the 
traditional formal banquet 
in Stockholm attended 
by winners of the prizes in 
chemistry, physics, medi- 
cine, literature and eco- 
nomics, which were an- 
nounced in October. 
The Nobel Peace Prize is 


awarded separately — in 
Oslo, Norway. 
Literature laureate Ab- 


dulrazak Gurnah was first 
to get his prize in a lunch- 
time ceremony Monday at 
the Swedish ambassador's 
grand Georgian residence 
in central London. 

Ambassador Mikaela Kum- 
lin Granit said the U.K.- 
based Tanzanian author 
had been awarded the 
Nobel Prize in literature for 
his “uncompromising and 
compassionate penetra- 
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Nobel Prizes awarded | in pandemic-curtailed local ceremonies 


Abdulrazak Gurnah, a Tanzanian-born novelist and emeritus professor who lives in the UK, re- 
ceives the 2021 Nobel Prize for Literature medal and diploma from the Ambassador of Sweden 
Mikaela Kumlin Granit, during a ceremony at the Swedish Ambassador's Residence in London, 


Monday, Dec. 6, 2021. 


tion of the effects of colo- 
nialism and the fate of the 
refugee in the gulf between 
cultures and continents." 

“Customarily you would 
receive the prize from the 
hands of His Majesty, the 
king of Sweden," she told 
Gumah at the ceremony 
attended by friends, fam- 


ily and colleagues. "How- 
ever, this year you will be 
celebrated with a distance 
forced upon us because of 
the pandemic." 

Gurnah, who grew up on 
the Island of Zanzibar and 
arrived in England as an 
18-year-old refugee in the 
1960s, has drawn on his 
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experiences for 10 novels, 
including "Memory of De- 
oarture," "Pilgrims Way," "Af- 
terlives’ and "Paradise." He 
has said migration is "not 
just my story — It's a phe- 
nomenon of our times." 

Italian physics laureate 
Giorgio Parisi was receiving 
his prize at a ceremony in 


Rome. U.S.-based physics 
laureate Syukuro Manabe, 
chemistry laureate David 
W.C. MacMillan and eco- 
nomic sciences laureate 
Joshua D. Angrist will be 
given their medals and di- 
plomas in Washington. 
MacMillan, German phys- 
ics prize winner Klaus Has- 
selmann and economics 
prize winner Guido Imbens, 
who is Dutch but lives in the 
United States, had a joint 
virtual news conference 
Monday where they were 
asked what they consider 
the biggest problem facing 
humanity and what they 
worry about most. All three 
answered climate change, 
with Imbens calling it the 
world's “overarching prob- 
lem. 

"Climate change is some- 
thing which is clearly going 
to have a large impact on 
society," MacMillan said. 
"But at the same time given 
the science, given the call 
to arms amongst scientists, 
| really feel more optimism. 
And | feel there's a real mo- 
ment happening with sci- 
entists moving towards try- 
ing to solve this problem." 

"| would bet on that fact 
that we would solve this 
oroblem,"MacMillan said.LJ 





Fearing misuse, Israel tightens supervision of cyber exports 


By JOSEF FEDERMAN 
JERUSALEM (AP) — Israel's 
Defense Ministry on Mon- 
day announced that it 
was tightening supervision 
over cyber exports — a 
move that follows a series 
of scandals involving Israeli 
soyware company NSO 
Group. 

The ministry said the coun- 
tries purchasing Israeli cy- 
ber technology would 
have to sign a declaration 
pledging to use the prod- 
ucts "for the investigation 
and prevention of terror- 
ist acts and serious crimes 
only." 

It said countries that violate 
the terms of use could be 
subject to sanctions, “in- 
cluding limiting the cyber 
system and/or disconnect- 
Ing If." 

The announcement made 
no mention of NSO. But it 
came just days after if was 
revealed that 11 U.S. State 


Department employees 
were hacked with NSO spy- 
ware. The employees were 
all located in Uganda and 
included some foreign ser- 
vice officers, said a person 
familiar with the matter, 
who was not authorized to 
soeak publicly about an 
ongoing investigation. 

It was the first known in- 
stance of NSO Group's 
trademark Pegasus  spy- 
ware being used against 
U.S. government personnel. 
Last month, the U.S. Com- 
merce Department black- 
listed NSO, barring the 
company from using U.S. 
technology. The blacklist- 
ing has raised questions 
about NSO's financial out- 
look and ability to survive, 
and the company has ac- 
knowledged that it is trying 
to reverse the decision. 

Apple also sued NSO last 
week over its hacking of 
iPhones and other Apple 


products, calling the Is- 
raell company “amoral 
2|st century mercenaries." 
Facebook has filed a law- 
suit over similar allegations 
that it intruded its popular 
WhatsApp messaging sys- 
tem. 

Pegasus allows ifs operator 
to gain access to a target's 
mobile phone, including 
contacts, text messages 
and real-time communicoa- 
tions. 

NSO says if sells its technolo- 
gies fo governments only to 
battle crime and terrorism 
and that it has strict safe- 
guards to prevent abuse. 
Company officials have 
acknowledged cutting off 
several customers due to 
misuse. 

However, human — rights 
groups and outside re- 
searchers have said the 
company's safeguards are 
insufficient. They say cCus- 
tomers have abused Pega- 








A logo adorns a wall on a branch of the Israeli NSO Group com- 
pany, near the southern Israeli town of Sapir, Aug. 24, 2021. 
Associated Press 


sus TO keep tabs on journal- 
ists, Numan rights activists 
and political dissidents from 
Mexico to Saudi Arabia to 
the Israeli-coccupied West 
Bank. Critics have also ac- 
cused Israel of lax oversight 
over the digital surveillance 
Industry. 

NSO declined to comment 


on the Defense Ministry 
guidelines. Last week, how- 
ever, it said it had immedi- 
ately shut down customers 
“ootentially relevant’ fo 
the Uganda case. If also 
vowed to take legal action 
against customers if a vio- 
lation of their contract was 
found. 
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Myanmar's Suu “ye convicted | in further blow to democracy 


By GRANT PECK 

Associated Press 
BANGKOK (AP)— Aung San 
Suu Kyi, the civilian leader 
of Myanmar who was oust- 
ed in a de facto coup this 
year, was convicted on 
two charges Monday and 
handed a four-year sen- 
tence that was quickly cut 
in half — in proceedings 
widely criticized as a further 
effort by the country's mili- 
tary rulers to roll back the 
democratic gains of recent 
years. 

The verdict — on charges 
of incitement and violat- 
INg coronavirus restrictions 
— serves fo cement a dra- 
matic reversal of fortunes 
for the Nobel Peace lau- 
reate, who spent 15 years 
Under house arrest for re- 
sisting the Southeast Asian 
nation's generals but then 
agreed fo work alongside 
them when they promised 
to usher in democratic rule. 
The case is only the first in 
a series brought against the 
76-year-old Suu Kyi since 
her arrest on Feb. 1 — the 
day the army seized pow- 
er, claiming massive voting 
fraud in last year's election. 
Suu Kyi's National League 
for Democracy party won 
that vote in a landslide, 
and independent election 
observers did not detect 
any mgjor irregularities. 

Just as the takeover has 
been met with fierce resis- 
tance, so too was the ver- 
dict, including a_ spirited 
orotest in the central city 
of Mandalay, where dem- 
onstrators chanted slogans 
and sang songs popular- 
ized during pro-democracy 
protests In 1988. 

They also took to social 
media, which has been an 
important arena for resis- 
tance to the military. Htoo 
Ko, a medical doctor and 
oopular travel blogger who 
is also an activist, wrote: 
"They have expended their 
maximum effort in carrying 
out evil. The people will be 
free only if we win the revo- 
lution, so work harder for 
the revolution." 

The cases against Suu Kyi 
are widely seen as con- 
trived to discredit her and 
keep her from running in the 
next election — and many 
in the international com- 
munity decried Monday's 
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Protesters hold portraits of deposed Myanmar leader Aung San Suu Kyi during an anti-coup dem- 
onstration in Mandalay, Myanmar on March 5, 2021. 


verdict as a farce. If found 
guilty of all the charges she 
faces, Suu Kyi could be 
sentenced to more than 
100 years in prison. She Is 
being held by the military 
at an unknown location — 
and state television report- 
ed that she would serve her 
sentence there. 

That sentence was re- 
duced hours after it was 
handed down in what the 
report said was an amnesty 
ordered by the country's 
military leader, Senior Gen. 
Min Aung Hlaing. 

Suu Kyi is widely revered 
at home for her role in the 
countrys pro-democracy 
movement — and was 
long viewed abroad as an 
icon of that struggle, epito- 
mized by her 15 years un- 
der house arrest. 

But since her release in 
2010, she has been heav- 
ily criticized for the gamble 
she made: showing defer- 
ence to the military while 
ignoring and, at times, 
even defending rights vio- 
lations — most notably a 
2017 crackdown on Ro- 
hingya Muslims that rights 
groups have labeled geno- 
cide. 

While she has disouted al- 
legations that army per- 
sonnel killed Rohingya civil- 
lans, torched houses and 
raped women and she re- 
mains immensely popular 
at home, that stance has 


tarnished her reputation 
abroad. 
The incitement charge 


Suu Kyi faced centered on 
statements posted on her 
party's Facebook page 
after she and other party 
leaders were detained by 
the military. She was ac- 
cused of spreading false or 
inflammatory — information 
that could disturb public or- 
der. In addition, she faced 
a charge of violating coro- 
navirus restrictions for her 
appearance at a cam- 
paign event ahead of the 
elections last year. 

Dr. Sasa, sookesperson for 
the National Unity Govern- 
ment, an opposition group 
that has declared Itself the 
country's shadow adminis- 
tration, called the verdict 
"a shameful day for the 
rule of law, justice and ac- 
countability in Myanmar" 
and said it represented 
an effort to "replace our 
dreams with military dic- 
tatorshio forever." He uses 
only one name. 

U.N. High Commissioner 
for Human Rights Michelle 
Bachelet called the pro- 
ceedings a 'sham_ trial," 
while Phil Robertson, depu- 
ty Asia director for Human 
Rights Watch, said it was 
just the beginning of a pro- 
cess that "will most likely en- 
sure that Suu Kyi is never al- 
lowed to be a free woman 
again." 


Associated Press 


The United States joined 
others in calling for her re- 
lease. 

‘The regime's continued 
disregard for the rule of law 
and its widespread use of 
violence against the Bur- 
mese people underscore 
the urgency of restoring 
Burma's path to democra- 
cy, Secretary of State Ant- 
ony Blinken said in a state- 
ment, using a former name 
for Myanmer. 

As is typical, China, a neigh- 
bor that has maintained 
friendly ties with Myanmat's 
military leaders, declined 
to criticize the verdict but 
urged all parties to work 
together to continue the 
democratic transition. 

Suu Kyi's trials are closed to 
the media and spectators, 
and her lawyers, who had 
been a source of informa- 
tion on the proceedings, 
were served with gag or- 
ders in October forbidding 
them from releasing infor- 
mation. As a result, Mon- 
day's verdict was. initially 
relayed to The Associated 
Press by a legal official who 
insisted on anonymity for 
fear of being punished by 
the authorities. 

Defense lawyers are ex- 
pected to file appeals in 
the coming days for Suu Kyi 
and two colleagues who 
were also convicted Mon- 
day, the legal official said. 
They have argued that Suu 
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Kyi and a co-defendant, 
former President Win Myint, 
could not be held respon- 
sible for the statements 
on which the incitement 
charge was based be- 
cause they were already in 
detention. 

Win Myint's sentence was 
reduced along with Suu 
Kyi's. 

February's seizure of pow- 
er was met by nonviolent 
nationwide demonstra- 
tions, which security forces 
quashed with deadly force. 
They have killed about 
1,300 civilians, according to 
a detailed tally compiled 
by the Assistance Associa- 
tion for Political Prisoners. 
Peaceful protests have 
continued, but amid the 
severe crackdown on 
them, an armed resistance 
has also grown, to the point 
that U.N. experts have 
warned the country Is slid- 
ing into civil war. Monday's 
verdict could inflame ten- 
sions even further. 

It doesn't matter for the 
woman who doesnt need 
anything. But the fires will 
burn hotter and hotter for 
the one who wants ev- 
erything," Zenn Khi, a well- 
known actor, wrote on 
Facebook, in a reference 
to Suu Kyi and her military 
antagonists. 

Decisions in other cases 
against Suu Kyi are expect- 
ed next week. The cases 
against her include the al- 
leged unregistered import 
and use of walkie-talkies by 
her security guards; a viola- 
tion of the Official Secrets 
Act, in which jailed Austra- 
lian economist Sean Turnell 
isa co-defendant; and cor- 
ruption charges. 

The military says its takeover 
was lawful and not a coup 
because the 2008 consti- 
tution —implemented un- 
der military rule — allows it 
to take control in certain 
emergencies. If argues that 
the 2020 general election 
contained widespread tr- 
regularities and thus consti- 
tuted such an emergency. 
The state election commis- 
sion and independent ob- 
servers have disouted that 
there was substantial fraud. 
Critics also assert that the 
takeover bypassed the le- 
gal process for declaring 
an emergency.) 
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By REGINA GARCIA CANO 
Associated Press 

BARINAS, Venezuela (AP) 
— Venezuelan President 
Nicolas Maduro on Sunday 
named a former foreign 
minister as his party's candi- 
date for a special guberna- 
torial election in the home 
state of his mentor, Hugo 
Chavez, that was sched- 
uled after the opposition 
contender in November's 
regular contest was retro- 
actively disqualified. 
Maduro declared Jorge Ar- 
reaza as the ruling party's 
candidate via a livestream 
connected to a gymnasi- 
um in the rural state of Bari- 
nas packed with supporters 
who erupted in cheers as 
their new candidate prom- 
ised them a comprehen- 


sive review of their commu- 
nities’ needs. 

The announcement came 
less than a week after the 
country's highest court dis- 
qualified Freddy Superlano 
as he was leading the vote 
count, GQ move that has 
become emblematic. of 
what the opposition says 
are unfair election condi- 
tions. The state in northwest 
Venezuela has long been 
considered a_ bastion of 
Chavismo., which made 
Superlano's potential win 
particularly hard to swallow 
for the ruling party. 
Superlano was ahead by 
less than 1 percentage 
point in the Nov. 21 race 
against incumbent Arge- 
nis Chavez, one of Hugo 
Chavez's brothers, when 
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Jorge Former foreign minister Jorge Arreaza, left, and socialist 
party leader Diosdado Cabello sit together during an event in 
Barinas, Venezuela, Sunday, Dec. 5, 2021. 


he was disqualified. Argenis 
along with Adan Chavez 
and father Hugo de los 
Reyes Chavez have served 
as governors of the state of 
Barinas since 1998. 

The opposition announced 





U.S. religious group says Haitian gang 
releases 3 hostages 


By PETER SMITH and EVENS 
SANON 

PORT-AU-PRINCE, Haiti (AP) 
— A religious group based 
in Ohio announced Mon- 
day that a violent gang 
in Haiti has released three 
more hostages, while an- 
other 12 remain abducted. 
The statement from Chris- 
tian Aid Ministries said the 
people were released on 
Sunday in Haiti and are 
"safe and seem to be in 
good spirits." The group 
orovided no further details. 
On Nov. 21, the religious 
organization announced 
that the 400 Mawozo gang 
had released the first two 
hostages of a group of 17 
kidnapped in mid-October. 
There are 12 adults and 
five children in the group 
of 16 U.S. citizens and one 
Canadian, including an 
8-month-old. 

The leader of the 400 Ma- 
wozo gang has threatened 
to kill the hostages un- 
less his demands are met. 
Authorities have said the 
gang was seeking $1 mil- 
lion per person, although 
it wasn't immediately clear 
that included the children 
in the group. 

"We are thankful to God 
that three more hostages 
were released last night," 
said the statement from 
Christian Aid Ministries, an 
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Workers ride out of the gate of the Christian Aid Ministries head- 
quarters in Titanyen, north of Port-au-Prince, Haiti, Monday, Dec. 


6, 2021. 


Anabaptist missions orga- 
nization based in Berlin, 
Ohio. "As with the previous 
release, we are not able to 
provide the names of the 
people released, the crir- 
cumstances of the release, 
or any other details." 

The group reiterated _ its 
request for supporters to 
devote Monday through 
Wednesday as days of 
prayer and fasting "to inter- 
cede for those who are still 
being held as well as those 
who have been released." 
The release comes amid an 
ongoing spike in kidnap- 
pings in the capital of Port- 
au-Prince and elsewhere 
in Haiti, which is struggling 
to recover from the July 7 


Associated Press 


presidential assassination, a 
7.2 magnitude earthquake 
that struck in mid-August 
and a severe fuel shortage. 
On Sunday, a gang leader 
known as "Ti Lapli" posted 
a YouTube video warn- 
ing people not to cross in 
upcoming days through 
the Martissant community, 
which has been the site of 
violent clashes between 
warring gangs. "Insecurity 
has increased," the gang 
leader said. ‘| invite the 
people of Martissant to 
stock Up on food and gas- 
oline. The next few days will 
be difficult... We will not re- 
main with our arms crossed 
in face of those who try to 
destroy us."L] 


Associated Press 


Saturday that Aurora Silva, 
Superlano's wife, would 
take his place in the elec- 
tion. But Superlano's cam- 
paign late Sunday said 
Silva appeared to have 
been disqualified but did 
not immediately provide 
details. 

Leaders of the ruling United 
Socialist Party of Venezu- 
ela convened in Barinas 
this week to decide on a 
new candidate after Arge- 
nis Chavez announced his 
decision to resign as gov- 
ernor and not enter the 
race again. They needed 
a unifying candidate after 
many blamed the elec- 
tion's results on an internal 
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"(This is) giving a golden op- 
portunity to the community 
of Barinas to go to a new 
gubernatorial election," 
Maduro told the crowd. 
"| thanked him publicly in 
that private meeting for 
taking a step aside and fa- 
cilitating the appointment 
of a new candidate" in the 
election. 

Venezuela's Supreme 
Court of Justice on Mon- 
day ruled that Superlano 
should not have been on 
the ballot because he had 
been disqualified over an 
administrative sanction im- 
posed in August stemming 
from his work as a legislator 
between 2015 and 2020. 
The ruling did not explain 
why Superlano's particioa- 
tion was initially authorized 
while other candidates 
were kept out of the elec- 
tion. 

The disqualification raised 
further doubts about the 
fairness of Venezuela's 
electoral system _ follow- 
ing the first vote in years in 
which most major political 
forces agreed to take part 
and which was monitored 
by observers from the Euro- 
pean Union. L) 
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Aruba Tourism Authority honors loyal visi 


NOORD — Recently, Ms. Kimberly 
Richardson had the great plea- 
sure to honor a Loyal and friendly 
visitors of Aruba as Distinguished 
Visitors at their home away from 
home. The symbolic honorary 
title is presented on behalf of the 
Minister of Tourism, as a token of 
appreciation to the guests who 
visit Aruba between 10-20-35 and 
more consecutive years. 


The honorees were: 

Dean and LeeAnne Wolanyk from 
Idaho 

William and Sharon Findlay from 
New Jersey 


Richardson thanked them for 
choosing Aruba as their vacation 
destination and as their home 
away from home for so many 
years together with the members 
of Marriott Surf Club. 


Top reason for returning provided 
by the honorees were: 

Family time, friendly people of the 
Iskand and great weather and to 
them Aruba is their home away 
from home. 
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ORANJESTAD — You are 
back and we would like to 
portrait you! By inviting you 
to send us your favorite va- 
cation picture while enjoy- 
ing our Happy Island. 


Complete the sentence: 
Aruba to me Is ....... send 
your picture with that text 
(including your name and 
where you are from) to: 
news@arubatoday.com 
and we will publish your 
vacation memory. Isn't 





that a special way to keep 
your best moments alive? 
Please do note: By submit- 
ting photos, text or any oth- 
er materials, you give per- 
mission to The Aruba Today 
Newspaper, Caribbean 
Speed Printers and any of 
its affiliated Companies to 
use said materials, as well 
as names, likeness, etc. for 
promotional purposes with- 
out compensation. 

Last but not least: check 
out our website, Instagram 
and Facebook page! 
Thank you for supporting 
our free newspaper, we 
strive to make you a happy 
reader every day again. 


For today we received 
a beautiful picture from 
longtime readers and 
followers Carmela & Jo- 
seph Villari who are back 
again enjoying their stay 
at the Hilton Aruba Re- 
sort. 


They wrote: 

“Aruba to us is our pri- 
vate paradise. We are 
back again and continu- 
ing for the last 17 years. 
Here is pic of Us enjoy- 
ing a beautiful dinner at 
Azia”’. 
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WIN $10 UP TO S1,000 IN FREE SLOT PLAY THE DAY YOU JOIN THE CLUB! 


THE SHOPS 
AT ALHAMBRA CASINO 


Offering a wide variety of Retail & Dining Outlets, 
Salon & Spa Services, Souvenirs and more. 


Dunkin Donuts | Baskin Robbins | Fusion Piano & Wine Bar 
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Fishing as a way of life 








NOORD — One of the activities that man developed _ 
thousands of years ago among many in the gather- 
ing of subsistence was fishing. Lakes, river and the vast 
oceans offered abundance live supporting resources. 
When man reached these South West Caribbean is- 
lands it wasn’t any different. Aruba being the closest 
to the main land and its hills gave a 360 degree view 
all over the sea and a sense of security. Since the time 
of the Paleo Amerindian islander depended greatly on 
the fruits which the sea provided. Since the Stone Age, 
men caught fish, both in inland waters and in the sea. 
They caught fish using their hands, made sea traps, 
spears, arrows and harpoons to aid the activity. 7 








The Arubans, just like other many Windward Island- 
ers engaged during the late colonial era till mid last 
century, mainly in coastal fishing. Using rowing-boats 
or small sailing-boats, later provided with combustion 
motors. Dragnets and canisters in shallow water tech- 
nics where also applied. Fishermen carried on their 
trade around the Monges Islands and off the opposite 
coast. Here they employing big fishing schooners from 
5 to 40 gross registered tons burthen with Venezuelan 





crews. The coastal fishermen supply 
fresh fish, but the catches of the bigger 
cutters, though brought to Aruban mar- 
kets in greater quantity, the catch was 
less fresh, since If remained in cold stor- 
age for some time. At a rough estimate 
there where about a hundred profes- 
sional small fishing boats. 

Cruising off the coast the Aruban fisher- 
man patiently waited for a fish willing to 
snap at the bait on the drag-line, in nets 
and traps. Veritable giants are some- 
times caught. Barracudas weigh from 
9 to 44 pounds and measure from 3 to 
almost 7 feet. The king-fish has a weight 
from 22 to 44 pounds; the grouper may 
tio the scales at 155, whilst garfish, hav- 
ing alength of nine feet, weigh over 132 
pounds. 

When fishing with deep-sea lines just 
over the bottom of the sea the boat is 
kept in place by means of a piece of 
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rock serving as an anchor. The two most 
important species of fish by far caught in 
this manner are the pargo or red snap- 
pers and a variety of groupers like the 
mero, jeanpao and the wowo di boyo 
as a source of income, however fishing 
did not mount in much financial income 
those days however a great source to 
satisfying the nutritional needs. 

On Aruba and Curacao there were no 
facilities to keep a large quantity of fish 
for some days. Not until 1911 was there 
the first cold storage but with restricted 
accommodation on Aruba.L} 


Did you say that you love Aruba its origins 
and cultural heritage? Than this private en- 
counter with our columnist anthropologist is 
just as you. Sessions created in a gorgeous 


setting for visitor with special interests. Ap- 
pointment is required. etnianativa03@gmail. 
com or Whatsapp us 297 592 2702 for a pri- 
vate reservation. 








A10| LOCAL 
TUESDAY 7 DECEMBER 2021 


It’s official 


The Holiday Inn has the best 
entertainment in Aruba 


PALM BEACH — The Holi- 
day Inn Resort in the high 
rise area in Palm Beach has 
the best evening entertain- 
ment options in Aruba. 


It is now the home to Aru- 
ba Ray's Comedy Show, 
the standup comedy show 
that features American 
comedians who have. alll 
appeared on Netflix, HBO, 
Comedy Central, Show- 
time, and all major televi- 
sion networks. The show is 
hilarious, and an EXCELLENT 
way to soend the night out. 


show has 
One 


This comedy 
been the Number 


Rated Show on TripAdvi- 
sor for the past eight years, 
and also the Number One 
Rated Nightlife Activity on 
TripAdvisor as well. 


“The performing space at 
the Holiday Inn is awesome, 
it’s soacious and comfort- 
able,” said Ray “Aruba 
Ray” Ellin, who started do- 
ing these shows in Aruba 
in 2013, after falling in love 
with the island. “And the 
GM, Simone Farci, has 
done amazing things with 
the resort.” 


Ellin clearly knows com- 
edy. Besides setting Up 
Aruba Ray's, he was the 
Executive Producer of the 
popular television show 
“This Week at the Comedy 
Cellar” on Comedy Cen- 
tral, and produced and 
directed the 20th Century 
Fox film “The Latin Legends 
of Comedy.” He was also 
the host of many tv shows 
in the States, and performs 


regularly at Comedy Cel- 
lar in New York, one of the 
best comedy venues in 
America. 


After the comedy show, 
guests are invited to en- 
joy the Palicoco Piano Bar 
across the hall, which fea- 
tures live music and cock- 
tails for a fun, sing along 
time. 


Tickets for the comedy 
shows are limited. You can 
purchase them online at 
www.arubacomedy.com, 
and consider the optional 
pre-show dinner menu at 
seabreeze restaurant as 
well. 


This is a complete night of 
entertainment!_) 
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FPNA announces Annual 
Nature Photography 
Competition 
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(FPNA) organizes its second ‘Nature Photography 
Competition’, for both professional and amateur pho- 
tographers. 


With this competition, the FPNA hopes to capture the 
Unique and diverse beauty of Aruba’s natural values 
and helo create awareness about the conservation 
of nature all ground Aruba and not only in protected 
areas managed by the FPNA. This year’s theme for 
the ‘Nature Photography Competition 2021’ is Aru- 
ba’s Marine Life. 


Our marine life is soectacular, has incredible biodiver- 
sity, and is worthy of protection and preserved for fu- 
ture generations to explore. The FPNA suggests a few 
subjects, like marine plants or animals, the behavior 
of these marine animals, macro marine photography, 
underwater landscapes, and marine art. 


These are simple suggestions, and participants are 
free to enter any photo related to the marine life that 
connects in one way or another with the natural ma- 
rine values of Aruba. 


lf you are interested in marine photography, you can 
visit Our Facebook page for information on a digital 
photography workshop by artist and talented pho- 
tographer Armando Goedgedrag. This workshop 
takes place on December 2, 2021, at 6:30 p.m., where 
he will share his underwater photography skills. The last 
entry day of the ‘Nature Photography Competition 
2021' is December 31, 2021. 


A renowned judging panel consisting of marine life 
experts and art experts, reoresentatives of Aruba Post, 
and the FPNA will vote for the winning photos. The priz- 
es include cash, an exhibition of the winning pictures 
by the FPNA and the winning photo will be made into 
a special edition postal stamp courtesy of the Post Of- 
fice Aruba. 


For more information about the rules for the ‘Nature 
Photography Competition 2021 and the digital pho- 
tography given by Armando Goedgedrag, please 
visit Aruba National Park Foundation on Facebook 
or their website www.arubanationalpark.org, or send 
email to marinepark@arubanationalpark.org.L) 
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Liz Weston: 8 rules for saving, borrowing and spending money 


By LIZ WESTON of NerdWal- 
let 

The best personal finance 
advice is tailored to your 
individual situation. That 
said, a few rules of thumb 
can cut through the con- 
fusion that often surrounds 
money decisions and help 
you build a solid financial 
foundation. 

The following guidelines for 
saving, borrowing, spend- 
ing and protecting your 
money are culled from 
nearly three decades of 
writing about personal fi- 
nance. 

1. PRIORITIZE SAVING FOR 
RETIREMENT 

InN an ideal world, you'd 
start saving with your first 
paycheck and keep go- 
ing until you're ready to 
retire. You also wouldn't 
touch that money until re- 
tirement. Even if you can't 
save 15% of your pre-tax 
income for retirement, as 
recommended by Fidelity 
and other financial servic- 
es firms, anything you put 
aside can help give you a 
more comfortable future. 
Aim to take full advantage 
of any company match 
you get from a 401(k) at 
work — that's free money 
— and borrow against or 
cash out retirement funds 
only as a last resort. 

2. SAVE FOR A RAINY DAY 
You may have read that 
you need an emergency 
fund equal to three to six 
months of expenses, but 
it can take years to save 
that much. That's too long 
to put off other priorities, 


like saving for retirement. A 
starter emergency fund of 
$500 can be your first goal, 
and then you can build It 
Up. While you're saving, try 
to create other sources of 
emergency cash, suchas a 
Roth IRA (you can pull out 
your contributions at any 
time without taxes or pen- 
alties), soace on your cred- 
it cards or an unused home 
equity line of credit. 

3. SAVE FOR COLLEGE 

Got kids? Open a 529 col- 
lege savings plan and 
contribute at least the 
minimum, which its typically 
$15 to $25 a month. Retire- 
ment savings comes first, 
but anything you can save 
will reduce how much your 
child may need to borrow. 
Also, research shows the 
simple act of saving for col- 
lege increases the chances 
that a child from a low- to 
moderate-income family 
will go to college. 

4. BORROW SMART FOR 
COLLEGE 

A college degree can pay 
off in higher earnings, but 
lenders may allow you fo 
borrow far more than you 
can comfortably repay. If 
youre borrowing for your 
own education, consider 
limiting your total debt to 
what you expect to make 
your first year out of school. 
If youre a parent borrow- 
ing for a child's education, 
aim for payments that are 
no more than 10% of your 
after-tax income and that 
still allow you to save for re- 
tirement. If your payments 
are higher than 10% of your 





This undated file photo provided by NerdWallet shows Liz Weston, 
a columnist for personal finance website NerdWallet.com. 


after-tax income, investi- 
gate income-driven repay- 
ment plans that could bring 
down your costs. 

5. USE CREDIT CARDS AS A 
CONVENIENCE 

Credit cards offer conve- 
nience and can protect 
you from fraud and dis- 
outes with merchants. But 
credit card interest tends 
to be high, so don't carry 
credit card balances If you 
can avoid it. If you routinely 
pay your balances in full, 
look for a rewards card with 
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a sign-up bonus that returns 
at least 1.5% of what you 
soend. 

6. FINANCE YOUR HOME 
SMARTLY 

If you want to be a hom- 
eowner, the best time to 
buy your first home is when 
you're financially ready 
and ina position to stay put 
for a few years. Opt for a 
mortgage rate that's fixed 
for as long as you plan to 
remain in the home, and 
dont make extra payments 
against the principal un- 


til you've paid off all other 
debt and are on track for 
retirement. 

7. BUY USED VEHICLES AND 
DRIVE THEM FOR YEARS 
Buying a car right now isn't 
a great idea; supply-chain 
kinks and other pandemic- 
related issues have inflat- 
ed the cost of both new 
and used cars. In general, 
though, buying a_ used 
car can save you a ton of 
money over your driving 
lifetime, as can driving your 
car for many years before 
replacing it. These days, a 
well-maintained car can 
last 200,000 miles without 
major issues, according to 
J.D. Power. This means you 
can get roughly 13 years 
of service out of your car 
if you drive it 15,000 miles 
a year. Ideally, you would 
pay cash for cars. If you 
need to borrow, try to limit 
the term of your loan to a 
maximum of five years. 

8. INSURE AGAINST CATA- 
STROPHIC EXPENSES 

Use insurance to protect 


yourself against cata- 
strophic expenses rather 
than smaller costs that 


you can easily pay out of 
pocket. If you have suffi- 
cient savings, consider rais- 
ing the deductibles on your 
policies fo save money on 
oremiums. Be careful about 
high-deductible health in- 
surance policies, though. 
Having a high deductible 
could cause you fo put 
off medical care, and It's 
better to err on the side of 
safety when it comes to 
health.) 





Update in that time. 


ECB plans to redesign euro bills, decision expected | in 2024 


BERLIN (AP) — The Euro- 
pean Central Bank said 
Monday that it plans to re- 
design its euro banknotes, 
with a final decision on the 
new look expected in 2024. 
The euro was introduced 
in cash form in 2002, with 
banknotes based on what 
the Frankfurt-based central 
bank for the 19-nation euro 
area calls an ‘ages and 
styles’ theme — with ge- 
neric windows, doorways 
and bridges from various 
eras that dont represent 
any specific place or mon- 
Ument. They have under- 
gone one relatively minor 


"After 20 years, it's time 
to review the look of our 
banknotes to make them 
more relatable to Europe- 
ans of all ages and back- 
grounds,’ ECB President 
Christine Lagarde said in a 
statement. 

She said that euro 
banknotes "are a tangible 
and visible symbol that we 
stand together in Europe, 
particularly in times of crisis, 
and there Is still a strong de- 
mand for them." 

The ECB said it will create fo- 
Cus groups to gather opin- 
ions from people across 


the continent on possible 
themes for the future notes. 
A "theme advisory group" 
with one expert from each 
eurozone country will then 
submit a shortlist of suggest- 
ed new themes to the ECB's 
governing council. 

The bank said it will seek 
public Inout on the pro- 
posals, then hold a de- 
sign competition for the 
new banknotes’ before 
again consulting the pub- 
lic. Its governing council 
will make a final decision 
and decide on when the 
new banknotes might be 
issued.L] 





Euro coins and banknotes are iced in a shop in Duisburg, 
Germany, Saturday, Dec. 29, 2001. 
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Science report: U.S. should make less 
plastic to save oceans 





ae, 






In this Oct. 22, 2019, photo, plastic and other debris is seen on 
the beach on Midway Atfoll in the Northwestern Hawaiian Is- 


lands. 


By SETH BORENSTEIN 
America needs to rethink 
and reduce the way it gen- 
erates plastics because 
so much of the material is 
littering the oceans and 
other waters, the National 
Academy of Sciences says 
in a new report. 

The United States, the 
world’s top plastics waste 
producer, generates more 
than 46 million tons (42 mil- 
lion metric tons) a year, and 
about 2.2 billion pounds (1 
million metric tons) ends up 
in the world’s oceans, ac- 
cording to the academy’s 
report. 

If the current rise in plastics 
pollution continues, the 
world by 2030 will be put- 
ting 58.4 million tons (53 
million metric tons) into 
the oceans each year, or 
about half the weight of 
the fish caught in seas, the 
report said. 

Recycling and proper dis- 
posal alone aren't enough 
and can’t handle the prob- 
lem, so the “United States 
should substantially reduce 
solid waste generation (ab- 
solute and per person) to 
reduce plastic waste in the 
environment,” said the re- 
port by the independent 
body of scientists set up by 
President Abraham Lincoln 
to advise the federal gov- 
ernment on big research 
iSSUeS. 

The plastics issue can’t be 
solved unless the country 
makes less plastic, designs 
it differently, keeps better 
track of if and cleans up 
more waste, and “that’s 
why our number one rec- 
ommenadation is to reduce 
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solid waste generation,” 
said report chair Margaret 
Spring, chief conservation 
and science officer at the 
Monterey Bay Aquarium. 
“We suggest that one way 
to reduce plastic waste 
would be to make less plas- 
tic,” said oceanographer 
Kara Lavender Law, a re- 
port co-author who has 
conducted numerous stud- 
ies about plastic waste. 
“Recycling cannot man- 
age the vast majority of the 
plastic waste that we gen- 
erate.” 

The panel provided a menu 
of potential ways fo fix the 
plastics problem, starting 
with “national goals and 
Strategies to cap or reduce 
virgin plastic production.” 
Virgin plastic is plastic that 
starts from feedstock that 
hasn't been used — name- 
ly, non-recycled material. 
The problem, the report 
said, is that “virgin plastic 
prices are artificially low 
due to fossil fuel subsidies, 
therefore virgin plastics 
are more profitable to pro- 
duce” — and U.S. manvu- 


facturing of them contin- 
ues to increase. 

“More than 90% of plastics 
are made from virgin fossil 
feedstocks, 


which — utilizes 
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roughly 6% of global oll 
consumption,” the report 
said. And this makes virgin 
plastic a climate issue as 
well as a pollution problem, 
said study co-author Jenna 
Jambeck, a University of 
Georgia researcher who 
fOoCUSES ON WASTE IssUeS. 
While recycling “is tech- 
nically possible for some 
plastics, little plastic waste 
is recycled in the United 
States,” the report said, 
noting that materials put 
in plastics to change hard- 
ness or color make them 
too complex to recycle 
cheaply, compared to 
making new virgin plastic. 
“One of the major barriers 
for recycling is the eco- 
nomics of virgin plastic and 
subsidization of the fossil 
fuel industry,” Spring said. 
The American Chemistry 
Council, which represents 
plastics manufacturers, 
lauded most of the acad- 
emy’s report, but it blasted 
the idea of limiting plastics 
production. “This is mis- 
guided and would lead to 
supply chain disruptions, 
economic and inflationary 
oressure on already hurt 
consumers and worse envi- 
ronmental outcomes, par- 
ticularly related to climate 
change,” American Chem- 
istry Council Vice President 
Joshua Baca said in a 
statement. The organiza- 
tion, which touted $7.5 bil- 
lion in advanced recycling 
projects since 2017, called 
for a study on greenhouse 
gas implications of raw ma- 
terials Used in packaging 
and plastic products. 

The report’s figures and 
recommendations make 
sense and are grounded in 
science, said Australian sci- 
entist Denise Hardesty who 
studies the plastics waste is- 
sue but wasn’t part of the 
U.S. report.LJ 
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Full massage 
We deliver & pick up 
24/7 Service 


Call us well find the right girb for you 
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HTTA 

Do you want to sell your 

Time -share, Condo or house? 
Call the experts 36 years of do- 
ing honest 

Business 
Call:011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Aruba Divi phoenix 

Palm beach 

2 BR penthouse week 49 
room#/70 

30 weeks remain $18 K 

2 BR week 50 room # 630/631 
32 weeks remain $18 K 

Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Aruba Divi phoenix 

Palm Beach 

1 BR WK # 52 room #401 
26 weeks remain 

Price : $12 K 

Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Divi Links Golf 

Eagle Beach 

2 BR week # 51 room 
#2205/2206 

24 weeks remain $18 K 
Call: 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Divi Links Golf 

Eagle beach 

2 BR week # 1,2,3 room # 
2308/2309 

24 weeks remain on each 
Price : $ 18 K each 

Call: 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Divi Village 

Eagle Beach 

Studio week # 1 room # 8201 
19 weeks remain $ 7 K 
Studio week # 1 room # 3101 
31 weeks remain $7 K 

Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Ambassador wings 

( casa del mar ) 

Eagle beach 

1 BR week 52 room # 
1235/1427 

Price : $ 10 K each 
Call:011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


lassitie 


HTTA 

Renaissance Ocean Suites 
Private Islands 

1 BR week # 48 room # 2552 
Ocean View $5 K 

1 BR week # 49 room # 2502 
Garden View $4 K 

Call :01 1-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Renaissance Ocean Suites 
Private Islands 

1 BR week # 51 room # 2530 
Ocean view $ 11 K 

1 BR week 51 and 52 room # 
2314 

Garden view $ 22K both weeks 
Call:01 1-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

la Cabana Beach and casino 
Eagle beach 

1 BR week # 49 room # 220 A 
1 BR week # 50 room # 308 A 
Price : $5 K each 

Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


Time Share Resales + Realty a 
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HTTA 

Eagle Resort 

Eagle beach 

3 BR week 51 and 52 room # 
2548 

Price : $60 K both weeks 
Call : 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Marriott Ocean Club 

Palm beach 

Gold season ( week 18 to 50 ) 
1 BR Ocean View $6 K 
Platinum season (week 51 to 
17) 

2 BR ocean front $ 27 K 

Call: 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Marriott Surf club 

Palm beach 

Gold season (week 18 to 50 ) 
2 Bedroom Ocean View $9K 
Platinum plus 

2 BR, 2 Bath Ocean front 
Week 51 and 52 

Price : $ 160 K both weeks 
Call: 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 





Own or Rent a piece of the Rock 
For up to 70 % Off stay @5 Star Resort 
* All inventory available 
Visit our website : 
www.halleytimetravelaruba.com 
! For more info call:(297) 630-1307 
! johnnypaesch@ gmail.com 


also visit(new): 


www.halleyadventures.com 
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HTTA 

Condo For sale 

Tierra Del Sol Golf 

3 bedroom 2 1/2 bath 
Ocean view Fully furnished 
With garage $450 K 

Call :011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Condo for sale 

Gold coast 

2 Bedroom , 2 bath $ 290 K 
3 Bedroom , 3 Bath $480 K 
Call:01 1-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

Condo for sale 

Le Vent on eagle beach 

2 Bedroom 2 Bath 5th floor $ 
800K 

3 Bedroom 2 bath ground floor 
$800K 

Call: 011-297-630-1307 
johnnypaesch@gmail.com 


HTTA 

House for sale 

Spaans lagoon 

3 Bedroom 2 bath Ocean view 

Price : $340 K 

Call :011-297-630-1307 

johnnypaesch@gmail.com 
214845 
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Vv HEALTH 
DOCTOR ON DUTY 


Oranjestad 
Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
el. 527 4000 


San Nicolas 


Imsan 24 hours 
Tel.524 8833 


PHARMACY ON DUTY 


San Lucas Tel. 584 5119 


OTHER 

Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 


EMERGENCY 


100 

927 3140 
927 3200 
927 2900 
584 5000 
11141 
911 

115 

982 2219 


588 0035 
587 2300 
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 


TRAVEL INFO 


Aruba Airport 524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 
et Blue 588 2244 
Surinam 582 7896 


AID FOUNDATIONS 


FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 


Alcoholics Anonymous 
el. 736 2952 


Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 


Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400 


Centre for Diabetes 
el. 524 8888 


Child Abuse Prevention 
el. 582 4433 


Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


General Info 
Phone Directory Tel. 118 


facebook.com/arubatoday/ 
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In ‘Flee,’ an Afghan refugee's tale in vivid animation 


NEW YORK (AP) — Jonas 
Poher Rasmussen was 15 
when a boy his same age 
arrived alone in his small 
Danish town. 

"He arrived all by himself 
and stayed with a family 
just around the corner from 
where | lived," says Rasmus- 
sen. "We met at the bus 
stop every morning going 
to high school and we be- 
came very good friends. 
Even then | was curious how 
he and why he had gotten 
to the village, but he didn't 
want fo talk GboutT If." 

It would be a long time be- 
fore Rasmussen's friend was 
orepared fo fell his story to 
him, or anyone else. About 
15 years ago, Rasmussen, 
who by then was in radio, 
asked about making an 
audio documentary of his 
story. He wasnt ready. But 
eight years ago, when Ras- 
mussen was in a program 
that paired documentary 
filmmakers with animators, 
he asked again. This time, 
his friend was finally ready 
to talk about his family flee- 
ing war-torn Kabul, Afghan- 
istan, in the 1980s. 

"What you see in the film, 
what you hear in the film, 
is the first time he's shared 
the story, says Rasmussen. 
"Its really difficult for him to 
talk about.” 

“Flee,” which opened 
in select theaters Friday 
and expands in coming 
weeks, uses animation to 


1e 2021 
otham 
WARD 






the 2021 
gotham 
AWARDS 


Monica Hellstrom, left, and Jonas Poher Rasmussen pose with the best documentary feature award 
for "Flee" at the Gotham Awards at Cipriani Wall Street on Monday, Nov. 29, 2021, in New York. 


vividly capture Rasmus- 
sen's friend's story. Speak- 
INg anonymously under the 
name Amin, he relates to 
Rasmussen a five-year od- 
yssey that stretches from 
Afghanistan to the Soviet 
Union to Scandinavia. It's 
a documentary that gives 
vivid shape to Amin's life 
and to the harrowing plight 
of migrants. And it's a film 
about sharing a secret — 
a past that Amin doesn't 
want to be defined by (in 
oresent day, hes da suc- 
cessful academic in a lov- 


ing relationship with his fi- 
ance Jasper) but that he 
feels reluctantly compelled 
to share. It's a testimony. 

IN pairing a painful true 
tale with colorful anima- 
tion, "Flee" follows in the 
recent tradition of films like 
Israeli filmmaker Ari Fol- 
man's "Waltz With Bashir’ 
and "Tower, about a 1966 
campus shooting, to in- 
timately render a kind of 
story usually only filtered 
through blunter mediums 
like journalism and tradi- 
tional documentary. And 
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it's made "Flee" one of the 
most acclaimed films of 
the year. After first premier- 
ing at the Sundance Film 
Festival, where it won best 
documentary, “Flee” has 
picked up honors from the 
Gotham Awards, the New 
York Film Critics Circle and 
the National Board of Re- 
view. Its Denmark's sub- 
mission to the Academy 
Awards, where if will poten- 
tially vie for best animated 
film, best documentary 
and best international film. 
Rasmussen originally set out 


to make a 20 minute short. 
But what began hesitantly 
as a small project of thera- 
py has grown into a global 
arthouse sensation. 

‘Tm certain Amin didn't 
expect to share it with this 
many people,” Rasmussen 
said smiling, in an interview 
during a recent trio to New 
York. "Il didn't either." 
Rasmussen, 40, was learn- 
ing the movie's hybrid 
craft as he went, with ani- 
mation director Kenneth 
Ladekjaer. The animation 
includes scenes of him and 
Amin talking. It's filled with 
moments where Amin, of- 
ten lying down with his eyes 
closed, slows to summon 
the courage fo psycho- 
logically retrace his steps. 
While the animation can 
be dazzlingly evocative, to 
Rasmussen, It's most signifi- 
cant in how it helps you lis- 
ten, without distraction, to 
Amin's experience. 

“We're exposed to so many 
stories in the news and in 
our feeds of people strug- 
gling. You have to block 
things out because if you 
didn't, you'd lay in bed alll 
day. But because you have 
the animation in between, 
it kind of frees you up to 
listen to what's actually 
being said and you take it 
iN more," says Rasmussen. 
"There's something about 
hearing a real voice, a real 
human voice, with anima- 
tion on top. LJ 





Tom Holland's next dance: Playing Fred Astaire 





Tom Holland poses for photographers at the photo call for the 
film ‘Spider-Man: No Way Home' in London Sunday, Dec. 5, 2021. 
Associated Press 


By HILARY FOX 
LONDON (AP) — Tom Hol- 


land Is trading in his Spidey 
suit for some tap shoes. The 


"Spider-Man" star told The 
Associated Press Sunday 
that he plans to play Fred 
Astaire in an upcoming bi- 
Opic. 

"Oh, | am playing Fred 
Astaire,’ Holland said at an 
event in London. "Yeah, | 
am.” 

Producer Amy Pascal re- 
cently said she wanted 
Holland to play Astaire, but 
Holland had yet to com- 
ment on the possibility until 
now. 

While Holland's dance 
background hasnt nec- 
essarily been highlighted 
in his superhero films, the 
25-year-old did play the 
title role in "Billy Elliott: The 
Musical" from 2008 to 2010. 


Holland said he still needs 
to read the Astaire script, 
which just came in a week 
ago. 

| haven't read it yet. They 
haven't given It fo me," Hol- 
land added. “Amy Pascal 
has the script. She Face- 
Timed me earlier. | was in 
the bath and we had a 
lovely FaceTime." 

But before he steps into 
Astaire's shoes, Holland has 
another Spider-Man movie 
to Unspool on the world: 
"No Way Home," which hits 
theaters on Dec. 17. Wheth- 
er or not there's more Peter 
Parker in his future remains 
to be seen. 

| love this character more 
than anything. This charac- 


ter has changed my life. | 
have a relationship with my 
fans that is so wonderful. | 
couldn't ask for it to be any 
better,” Holland said. 

“But | want fo do what's best 
for the character. If it's time 
for me to steo down and 
the next person To step up, 
Il do so proudly. You know, 
I'd love to see a more di- 
verse Spider-Man universe, 
which would be really ex- 
citing. If | could be a part of 
that — if | could be the Iron 
Man to the next young Spi- 
der-Man or Spider-Woman, 
that would be great. But at 
the moment, all | have to 
think about is the charac- 
ter and what's best for Pe- 
ter Parker," he said.) 
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Derby winner Medi ina Spirit collapses, dies in California 


By BETH HARRIS 

AP Racing Writer 

Kentucky Derby winner Me- 
dina Spirit collapsed and 
died after a workout Mon- 
day at Santa Anita. 

The 3-year-old colt trained 
by Bob Baffert had _ just 
completed five furlongs in 
his second workout since 
finishing second in the 
Breeders’ Cup Classic a 
month ago at Del Mar, ac- 
cording to Craig Robert- 
son, Baffert's attorney. Baf- 
fert said in a statment that 
the horse suffered a heart 
attack. 

"My entire barn is devas- 
tated by this news," Baffert 
said. "Medina Spirit was a 
great champion, a mem- 
ber of our family who was 
loved by all, and we are 
deeply mourning his loss. 
| will always cherish the 
oroud and personal mem- 
ories of Medina Spirit and 
his tremendous spirit." 
Santa Anita released a 
statment saying the track 
veterinary team took 
blood, hair and urine sam- 
ples from Medina Spirit and 
sent them to the California 
Horse Racing Board. The 
colt will undergo a full nec- 
ropsy, as required by the 
racing board, to try to de- 
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John Velazquez atop Medina Spirit competes during the 146th Preakness Stakes horse race at 
Pimlico Race Course, Saturday, May 15, 2021, in Baltimore. 


termine the exact cause of 
death. 

Medina Spirit tested posi- 
tive after the May 1 Derby 
for betamethasone, a legal 
medication that is not al- 
lowed on race day. It was 
Baffert's record seventh win 
in the Derby. In the wake 
of Medina Spirit's failed 
test, Baffert was suspended 
by Churchill Downs and 
barred from entering horses 


in the 2022 and 2023 Ken- 
tucky Derbies. He also was 
banned by the New York 
Racing Association from 
entering horses aft its Bel- 
mont, Saratoga and Aque- 
duct tracks. 

Last Friday, Robertson re- 
leased a statement saying 
that tests done by a New 
York lab have "definitely 
confirmed" Medina Spirit 
tested positive for the ste- 
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roid — not through an injec- 
tion but due to an ointment 
used to treat a skin rash. 
The Kentucky Horse Rac- 
ing Commission has been 
investigating the case, and 
has yet to hold a hearing 
that could possibly disquali- 
fy Medina Spirit. 

In the $6 million BC Classic, 
Medina Spirit couldn't mus- 
ter the necessary late kick 
to threaten winner Knicks 


"I'm very proud of him. He 
ran a great race," Baffert 
said last month. "To me, 
he's the best 3-year-old. 
He showed If today. That's 
what racing is all about, 
proving it on the racetrack. 
And he proved it today 
that he's the real deal.” 
Baffert’ was allowed to 
enter horses in the sea- 
son-ending world cham- 
pionships, but the event's 
money-leading trainer had 
to meet certain conditions, 
including — stricter out-of- 
competition testing of his 
horses and greater security 
at his barn. He agreed to 
the extra scrutiny and was 
required to pay for it out of 
his own pocket. 

Medina Spirit had five wins 
in 10 career starts and earn- 
ings of $3,545,200, accord- 
ing to Equibase. The colt 
was owned by Amr Zedan, 
who competes as Zedan 
Racing Stables. 

“Our most sincere condo- 
lences go out to Mr. Amr 
Zedan and the entire Ze- 
dan Racing Stables family," 
Baffert said in his statement 
Monday. "They are in our 
thoughts and prayers as 
we go through this difficult 
time."L] 





U.S. sefs world record, Dutch sweep at World Cup speedskating 


By BETH HARRIS 

AP Sports Writer 

KEARNS, Utah (AP) — The 
United States set a world 
record in winning the men's 
team pursuit and the Neth- 
erlands swept the mens 
1,000 meters for the third 
straight soeedskating World 
Cup on Sunday. 

The U.S. team of Joey Man- 
tia, Emery Lehman and 
Casey Dawson won in 3 
minutes, 34.47 seconds on 
the high-altitude ice at the 
Utah Olympic Oval, better- 
ing the old mark of 3:34.68 
set by the Netherlands in 
February 2020 on the same 
ice at the world single-dis- 
tance championships. 

The U.S. team on Sunday 
also lowered the American 
record of 3:37.22 by Shani 
Davis, Brian Hansen and 
Jonathan Kuck set in No- 
vember 2013 at the Utah 
oval. 

"It's nice to beat Shani, Jon- 
athan and Brian's national 


record. Pretty incredible 
skaters in their time," Lehm- 
an said. "To go three sec- 
onds faster than they did, it 
says a lot." 

The Americans let Mantia 
lead all eight laps, with his 
teammates pushing him 
from start to finish. The result 
was a world record and a 
tired Mantia. The 35-year- 
old from Ocala, Florida, 
collapsed afterward on his 
back, his chest heaving. 
"He's really the’ leader,’ 
Dawson said of Mantia. 
"Us two, we're the engines 
in the back pushing him. 
That's how we think about 
it. We're just like a train go- 
ing around the track." 

It's a strategy the U.S. men 
have been employing for 
a couple years, alfhough 
Mantia rarely practices 
with Lehman and Dawson. 
"They just do a great job 
practicing the pushing 
and obviously it shows out 
there," Mantia said. "| focus 


on being strong for eight 
laps in the front. | don't al- 
ways have to skate with 
them to make that hap- 
pen. 

Norway finished 1.92 sec- 
onds behind at 3:36.40. Ita- 
ly was third. 

Thomas Krol led a 1-2-3 
sweep by the Dutch in the 
1,000 meters, winning’ in 
1:06.44. Defending Olym- 
pic champion Kjeld Nuis 
took silver at 1:06.86. Hein 
Ottersoeer earned bronze 
OF 1506.70. 

| gave this one away," Nuis 
said. "The first 200 were a bit 
too aggressive." 

The Dutch also swept the 
event at the season-open- 
ing World Cup in Poland 
and again two weeks ago 
in Norway. 

Japan earned victories in 
the men's 500 and women's 
1,500 on the final day. 
Wataru Morishige won the 
second 500 in 33.99 sec- 
onds. Artem Arefyer of Rus- 


+ — } — 
Team United States competes diving itt the men's team pursuit at 
the World Cup speedskating race at the Utah Olympic Oval, 
Sunday, Dec. 5, 2021, in Kearns, Utah. 


sia took silver in 34.00. Lau- 
rent Dubreuil of Canada 
earned bronze at 34.053. 
Miho Takagi won the 1,500 
IN 1:49.99 to go with her vic- 
tory in the 1,000 a day ear- 
lier. Her teammate, Ayano 
Sato, finished second at 
1:51.468. 

Antoinette de Jong of the 





Associated Press 


Netherlands was third at 
1:51.72. American. Brittany 
Bowe finished eighth. 
lvanie Blondin of Canada 
won the women's mass start 
iN 8:31.87. Marijke Groene- 
woud of the Netherlands 
was second af 8:31.88. So- 
fie Haugen of Norway fin- 
ished third.) 
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Analysis: Deciding when to gamble ¢ 


By BARRY WILNER 

AP Pro Football Writer 

John Harbaugh has the 
best kicker in the NFL, cur- 
rently and possibly ever. 
Yet, trailing by one point, 
he left Justin TUcker on the 
sideline Sunday night and 
went for a 2-point Conver- 
sion in the dying seconds at 
Pittsburgh. 

Lamar Jackson didn't quite 
have enough touch on his 
oass To an open Mark An- 
drews, and the Ravens (8- 
4) fell 20-19 to the Steelers. 
The defeat dropped Ballti- 
more from the overall lead 
in the AFC. 

It seemed one of the strang- 
er decisions of a strange 
NFL season. But Harbaugh, 
one of the league's best 
coaches, quickly explained 
his reasoning. 

"We tried to win the game 
right there. We were pretty 
much out of corners at that 
point in time," Harbaugh 
said without noting that 
Baltimore's secondary has 
been leaky all season no 
matter who is playing. ‘It 
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Pittsburgh Steelers free safety Minkah Fitzpatrick (39) eslebraies after ne injereepied a pass is 
Baltimore Ravens tight end Mark Andrews (89) during the first half of an NFL football game, Sun- 
day, Dec. 5, 2021, in Pittsburgh. 


was an opportunity for us to 
win the game right there." 

Considering the versatil- 
ity of Jackson, it probably 
was a strong opportunity. 
But the one item not a ma- 


jor part of Jackson's bag 
of tricks is the finesse pass, 
which is what this play 
called for. 

“You saw the play. Its that 
close," Harbaugh said. "It's 
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a game of inches. You saw 
the soeech in, Any Given 
Sunday,’ right? That's foot- 
ball. It's just that close." 

As is the entire AFC race. 
Baltimore's decision — sur- 





a coach's $ toughest choice 


prised its archrivals. And 
didn't. 

‘| was a little surprised be- 
cause | ran off the field," 
said DE Cam _ Heyward, 
who is not on_ special 
teams. ‘But we called the 
timeout, bought me an ex- 
tra couple of seconds. At 
first, | thought (Andrews) 
scored, because he had 
it in his hand and then he 
dropped it. But | mean, it's 
just one or two plays that 
go your way.” 

Harbaugh's gamble was 
in character, according to 
Steelers quarterback Ben 
Roethlisberger, who has 
gone up against the Ra- 
vens coach for nearly 14 
seasons. 

“You know what, coach 
Harbaugh, Miami (Ohio) 
guy, nothing surprises me,” 
Big Ben said. "And _ that's 
why he's, you know, | con- 
sider him a great football 
coach because he takes 
those chances and be- 
lieves in his team, and as 
a player, I'm sure they love 
that belief in them."L) 


